


The Telluride region’s stringent design
standards and well thought out land use codes
continue to make the region a valuable  invest-
ment for the present and the future.

The Town of Telluride is a designated
National Historic District, and its architectural
integrity and the quality of future development
are ensured by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation. Locally, the Historical and
Architectural Review Commission enforces
its set of strict guidelines, while the Planning
and Zoning Commission enforces the Land
Use Code, based on Telluride’s Master Plan. 

The quality of future development in the
Mountain Village is assured through its
detailed Design Review Guidelines, which
have been established to: 1) create and pre-
serve an attractive and functional communi-
ty, 2) promote harmonious design and pro-
tect property values, 3) enhance the natural
beauty of the Town’s surroundings, 4) pro-
mote the economic viability of the Town.
The initial projects developed in the Village
have set the tone for many upscale projects
presently being reviewed by the Design
Review Board. 

San Miguel County enforces the County
Land Use Code, the Telluride Regional Area
Master Plan and the recently amended
County Comprehensive Development Plan
which includes hazard studies; economic,
population and land demand potentials; and
permanent and tourist population projections.

In addition to building guidelines and land
use codes, the region is host to several land
preservationists who work to preserve open
space for public recreation and monitor and
protect biodiversity and wildlife habitat for the
future of the region. Their most notable con-

tributions include the 341-acre Bear Creek
Preserve in Telluride, the historic Schmidt
Ranch on Wilson Mesa and the highly publi-
cized battle for preservation of the 570 acre
Valley Floor at the entrance to Telluride.

With standards, guidelines and regula-
tions such as these, the Telluride region will
continue to be a valuable commodity in
comparison to other resort towns that are
threatening wildlife habitat with over crowd-
ing and are losing their historical character
due to poor land use planning.

Regional Airport Update
• Telluride Regional Airport received best airport in Mountain Living magazine’s

“Best of the High Country” issue. Readers cited the airport’s high altitude and con-
venience of flying directly to Denver and Phoenix as reasons for the award. 

• Telluride Regional Airport was recently awarded a grant for $300,000 from the
U.S. Department of Transportation. The grant is earmarked for the enhancement and
expansion of commercial service, namely to Albuquerque, N.M.

• The Telluride/Montrose Regional Air Organization has announced that contribu-
tions from realtors and business owners in the region will allow guaranteed flights to
Montrose and Telluride Regional Airports to continue. Direct flights include jet serv-
ice from Denver and Phoenix to Telluride, as well as jet service from Dallas, Chicago,
Houston, Newark and Denver to Montrose.  In fact, the guaranteed flight program has
been so successful that the organization has secured daily jet service from Houston
to Montrose for the upcoming summer season.

Telluride Airport <www.tellurideairport.com>     Montrose Airport <www.airport.co.montrose.co.us>

To maintain Telluride’s Victorian and historic charm, homes such as this one, located on
North Oak Street in Telluride, must follow HARC guidelines, as well as the Land Use Code.

Design standards,
land use codes are 
valuable for region
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San Miguel County Population Growth

Growth figures from 2000 to 2001:
• County population grew 5.5%

• The labor force grew 6.7%
• Retail sales grew 1.3%

• Telluride Skier Days grew 2%
• Telluride School District enrollment grew 2.5%
Source: Region 10 League for Economic Assistance and Planning
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